
Words of Preparation


Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ be with you and also with you.


This is the day that the Lord has made. Let us 
rejoice and be glad in it.


Song:  You’re the Word of God the Father


You’re the Word of God the Father 
from before the world began; 
every star and every planet 
has been fashioned by your hand. 
All creation holds together 
by the power of your voice. 
Let the skies declare your glory, 
let the land and seas rejoice!


Chorus:

You’re the Author of creation, 
you’re the Lord of every man 
and your cry of love rings out across the lands.


Yet you left the gaze of angels, 
came to seek and save the lost, 
and exchanged the joy of Heaven 
for the anguish of a cross. 
With a prayer you fed the hungry, 
with a word you stilled the sea, 
yet how silently you suffered 
that the guilty may go free.


Chorus


With a shout you rose victorious 
wresting victory from the grave, 
and ascended into Heaven 
leading captives in your way. 
Now you stand before the Father 
interceding for your own; 
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from each tribe and tongue and nation 
you are leading sinners home.


Chorus x2


Prayer of confession


Almighty and most merciful Father, we have 
wandered and strayed from your ways like lost 
sheep.  We have followed too much the devices and 
desires of our own hearts.  We have offended 
against your holy laws.  We have left undone those 
things that we ought to have done; and we have 
done those things that we ought not to have done; 
and there is no health in us.  But you, O Lord, have 
mercy upon us sinners.  Spare those who confess 
their faults.  Restore those who are penitent, 
according to your promises declared to mankind in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.  And grant, O most merciful 
Father, for his sake, that we may live a disciplined, 
righteous and godly life, to the glory of your holy 
name.  Amen.


Reading: Ephesians 4:1-16


4 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live 
a life worthy of the calling you have received. 2 Be 
completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing 
with one another in love. 3 Make every effort to keep 
the unity of the Spirit through the bond of 
peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you 
were called to one hope when you were called; 5 one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of 
all, who is over all and through all and in all.

7 But to each one of us grace has been given as 
Christ apportioned it. 8 This is why it says:


‘When he ascended on high, 
    he took many captives 
    and gave gifts to his people.’

9 (What does ‘he ascended’ mean except that he also 
descended to the lower, earthly regions? 10 He who 
descended is the very one who ascended higher than 



all the heavens, in order to fill the whole 
universe.) 11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the 
prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and 
teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of service, 
so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until 
we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge 
of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to 
the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.

14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and 
forth by the waves, and blown here and there by 
every wind of teaching and by the cunning and 
craftiness of people in their deceitful 
scheming. 15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we 
will grow to become in every respect the mature 
body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. 16 From 
him the whole body, joined and held together by 
every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up 
in love, as each part does its work.


Reading: Luke 10:25-37

25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to 
test Jesus. ‘Teacher,’ he asked, ‘what must I do to 
inherit eternal life?’

26 ‘What is written in the Law?’ he replied. ‘How do 
you read it?’

27 He answered, ‘“Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
strength and with all your mind”; and, “Love your 
neighbour as yourself.”’

28  ‘You have answered correctly,’ Jesus replied.  ‘Do 
this and you will live.’

29  But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked 
Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbour?’

30 In reply Jesus said:  ‘A man was going down from 
Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by 
robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him 
and went away, leaving him half-dead.  31 A priest 
happened to be going down the same road, and when 
he saw the man, he passed by on the other 
side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place 
and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a 
Samaritan, as he travelled, came where the man was; 

and when he saw him, he took pity on him.  34 He 
went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil 
and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, 
brought him to an inn and took care of him.  35 The 
next day he took out two denarii and gave them to 
the innkeeper. “Look after him,” he said, “and when I 
return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense 
you may have.”

36  ‘Which of these three do you think was a 
neighbour to the man who fell into the hands of 
robbers?’

37 The expert in the law replied, ‘The one who had 
mercy on him.’


Jesus told him, ‘Go and do likewise.’


Gospel Canticle


1    Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel,

 who has come to his people and set them free.

2    He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour,

 born of the house of his servant David.

3    Through his holy prophets God promised of old

 to save us from our enemies,

 from the hands of all that hate us,

4    To show mercy to our ancestors,

 and to remember his holy covenant.

5    This was the oath God swore to our father 

Abraham:

 to set us free from the hands of our enemies,

6    Free to worship him without fear,

 holy and righteous in his sight

 all the days of our life.

7    And you, child, shall be called the prophet of 

the Most High,

 for you will go before the Lord to prepare his 

way,

8    To give his people knowledge of salvation

 by the forgiveness of all their sins.

9    In the tender compassion of our God

 the dawn from on high shall break upon us,

10  To shine on those who dwell in darkness and 

the shadow of death,

 and to guide our feet into the way of peace.


(Luke 1.68-79)




Glory to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning is now

and shall be for ever. Amen.


Talk


Song:  The church’s one foundation


The church's one foundation 
is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 
she is his new creation 
by Spirit and the Word: 
from heav'n he came and sought her 
to be his holy bride; 
with his own blood he bought her, 
and for her life he died.


Elect from ev'ry nation, 
yet one o'er all the earth, 
her charter of salvation 
one Lord, one faith, one birth; 
one holy name she blesses, 
partakes one holy food, 
and to one hope she presses, 
with ev'ry grace endued.


'Mid toil and tribulation, 
and tumult of her war, 
she waits the consummation 
of peace forevermore; 
till with the vision glorious 
her longing eyes are blest, 
and the great church victorious 
shall be the church at rest.


The Creed


We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen.


We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of 
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him 
all things were made.


For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the 
Virgin Mary and was made man.


For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end.


We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 
with the Father and the Son is worshipped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.


We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and 
the life of the world to come.  Amen.


Prayers:


Lord in your mercy; Hear our prayer. 


Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake 
of your Son, our saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen




Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to 
be written for our learning: help us so to hear 
them, to read, mark, learn and inwardly digest 
them that, through patience, and the comfort of 
your holy word, we may embrace and for ever 
hold fast the hope of everlasting life, which you 
have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ, who is 
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.


Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Lead us not into temptation but 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours now and for ever.  
Amen.


Song: Before the throne of God above

Before the throne of God above 
I have a strong and perfect plea 
A great High Priest whose name is love 
Who ever lives and pleads for me 
My name is graven on His hands 
My name is written on His heart 
I know that while in heav'n He stands 
No tongue can bid me thence depart 
No tongue can bid me thence depart


When Satan tempts me to despair 
And tells me of the guilt within 
Upward I look and see Him there 
Who made an end of all my sin 
Because the sinless Saviour died 
My sinful soul is counted free 
For God the Just is satisfied 
To look on Him and pardon me 
To look on Him and pardon me


Behold Him there, the risen Lamb 
My perfect, spotless Righteousness 
The great unchangeable I AM 
The King of glory and of grace 

One with Himself, I cannot die 
My soul is purchased by His blood 
My life is hid with Christ on high 
With Christ my Saviour and my God

With Christ my Saviour and my God.


